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PRE-TOUR 

EXPLORING THE WORLD’S DRIEST DESERT 

February 23 - 27, 2023 

AN EXCLUSIVE TOUR ESCORTED BY 

C. COLSTON BURRELL



Atacama Desert Pre-Tour

Join C. Colston Burrell and local naturalist guides in San Pedro de Atacama, in 
northern Chile, to explore Atacama, the world’s driest desert. 

The starkness of the Atacama Desert is at once beautiful and forbidding. As the 
world’s driest desert, the immense Atacama lives up to its title, with some areas 
registering not even a single raindrop in over 150 years, yet the landscape reveals 
eons of interplay between wind and water. The Atacama offers travelers an 
incredible landscape of ragged, rocky mountains and ravines that are interspersed 
by a striking white salt pan and surrounded by towering volcanoes. Be sure to bring 
your camera, as the region is a photographer’s dream destination. 

On our tour we will hike in the Valley of the Moon, where red rocks are weathered by 
the desert sands to look like the surface of Mars. Experience towering rock pillars 
known as the Pacana Monks and the river wetlands of Quepiaco. Vast flocks of 
vibrant flamingos await us on a trip to Salar de Atacama. We have a full day 
excursion to Geysers del Tatio, the highest geothermal field in the world and home 
to a series of impressive geysers that are most beautiful at dawn. 

Sitting at an altitude of 10,500 feet, the dramatic and desolate Atacama Desert 
boasts clear, unpolluted skies that afford the opportunity for us to spend an evening 
enjoying unparalleled stargazing. There is also time for relaxing by the pool or visiting 
some interesting sites in town. 

If you seek adventure amid stunning scenery, join me for a journey through a 
singular landscape to discover the wild and wonderful Atacama! 



Atacama Tour Itinerary Highlights

•Partake of a welcome dinner with a glass of wine and group orientation 

•Explore the town of San Pedro de Atacama, including R. P. Gustavo Le Paige 
Archaeological Museum, Church of San Pedro de Atacama and the Meteorite 
Museum 

•Take a hike in the Valley of the Moon, where red rocks are weathered by the 
desert sands to look like the surface of Mars 

•Experience towering rock pillars known as the Pacana Monks and the river 
wetlands of Quepiaco  

•Marvel at vast flocks of vibrant flamingos at Salar de Atacama  

•Experience a full day excursion to Geysers del Tatio, the highest geothermal field 
in the world and home to a series of impressive geysers that are most beautiful at 
dawn 

•Relax by hotel the pool 



TOUR DATES - February 23 - 27, 2023 

TOUR DURATION - 4 Nights / 5 Days 

TOUR INCLUSIONS 

† Airport transfers 

† Four nights hotel/lodge accommodations  

† Breakfast daily 

† One box lunch 

† Welcome dinner  

† Sightseeing and transportation as outlined in 

the program itinerary 

† Escort throughout tour—C. Colston Burrell 

† Expert local guides 

† Water and snacks 

† Admissions to all parks 

† Guided natural history excursions  

† Gratuities to your local driver and guide 

† Hotel taxes and service charges  

    
NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR 

† Round-trip airfare from home cities 

† Domestic airfare from Santiago, Est. $300.00 

† Travel insurance 

† Airport fees, taxes and baggage charges 

† Meals not included in the itinerary 

† Alcoholic beverages during the trip 

† Optional sightseeing or recreational activities 

† Gratuities to your tour escort 

† Gratuities to servers, luggage handlers or 

housekeeping  

† Any other items not specifically mentioned as 

Atacama Tour Details



Atacama Tour Pricing and Registration

TOUR DURATION 

4 Nights / 5 Days 

PRICING 

$3675.00 Land Price — Double Occupancy 

$800.00 Single Supplement 

Tour price is based on a minimum of 6 travelers 

Fewer than 6 travelers may result in a surcharge 

Tour price does not include domestic airfare, estimated at $300.00 round trip 

Itinerary subject to change without notice 

DEPOSIT 

$4,000.00 per person with reservation to secure your spot

TO REGISTER AND VIEW TERMS AND CONDITIONS VISIT: 

https://www.friendshiptours.net/group-travel 

Select “Group Sign In”. Enter the Tour Code 23FEB27CHILE in the box labeled “Make a New 
Reservation.” 

https://www.friendshiptours.net/group-travel
https://www.friendshiptours.net/group-travel


Atacama Terms and Conditions

ARRIVAL: Thursday, February 23, 2023 at Santiago’s Arturo 
Merino Benitez International Airport (SCL). Group will fly  
together on flight from Santiago to Calama Airport. Arrange 
for International Flight to arrive in the morning to SCL. Sug-
gested connecting flight to Calama will depart at 1:45pm.  
 

RETURN: Monday, Feb 27, 2023 group will fly from Calama 
Airport to Santiago Airport (SCL) on a morning flight to meet 
up with travelers beginning the Main Chile Tour.  
 

COST (with minimum of 6  paying guests):   
$3,675. per person based on double occupancy 
+$800. per person single supplement 
 

AIR TRAVEL: Do not purchase air until you have been advised 
that the minimum number of travelers for this tour has been 
reached. The PRE-TOUR is based on a min of 6 passengers. 
International Flight arrangements are not included in this tour 
package. 
 

The domestic flight within Chile on Feb 23 from Santiago Air-
port to Calama Airport and the return flight on Feb 27 from 
Calama to Santiago is not included in the cost of this trip. 
However, the local agency will make those flight arrange-
ments for each traveler. A copy of your passport & credit card 
will be required at time of final payment.  The estimated cost 
for this flight is: $300.pp for economy class, 1 piece of luggage 
max 50 lbs. & 1 handbag max 22 lbs. 
 
RESERVATIONS VIA FRIENDSHIP TOURS: 
CALL: 800-243-1630 and ask for CHILE tour with  
C. Colston Burrell 
 

ON LINE : www.friendshiptours.net/group-travel  
and select “Group Sign In”. Enter the Tour Code 
23FEB27CHILE in the box labeled “Make a New 
Reservation.” 
 

DEPOSIT: $4,000 per person with reservation to secure 
your spot on both the PRE-TOUR & the MAIN TOUR. 
Please reserve now. Small group tour.  
Commitment required in order for trip to operate. 
  

FINAL PAYMENT: Dec 16, 2022 
 

CANCELLATION POLICY: If a passenger cancels after 
deposit to Nov 16, 2022, the fee is $2,000 pp; Nov 17, 2022 to 
Dec 16, 2022, fee of $4,000;  no refunds if cancelled after Dec 
17, 2022. 
 

PASSPORT: U.S. Citizens: Valid Passport required and must be 
valid 6 months past the return date. Non U.S. Citizens are    
responsible for obtaining proper documentation for travel. 

PRICES & ITINERARY: Prices are valid at time of publication. 
Friendship Tours shall not be liable for any fluctuation in price 
or change in schedule or equipment or accommodations for 
any travel booking or travel service to be provided by a Travel 
Supplier. Changes to itineraries may become necessary. These 
changes will not be considered a material change and will not 
be cause for cancellation or refund. This itinerary is planned & 
operated by Meme Lariviere SA, Buenos Aires. Friendship 
Tours acts solely as the liaison between Meme Lariviere SA & 
Garden & Nature Tours. 
 

COVID-19: PROOF OF VACCINATION,  
TRIP PROTECTION COVERAGE, BED REST/QUARANTINE:  
All passengers  are strongly requested to be double vaccinated 
with the COVID-19 vaccine and have a booster(s) wherever 
possible to participate in this tour. All passengers should bring 
their Proof of Vaccination and valid ID Cards on the tour.  At 
this time, there are no travel requirements by Chile or the USA 
to have proof of vaccine or proof of a negative COVID test. 
 
 

Proof of travel insurance with the added option of BED 
REST/QUARANTINE coverage is required for this tour. Your  
travel insurance policy must cover medical expenses and  
lodging in the event of COVID-19 infection. If a traveler  
catches COVID-19 during their stay in Chile, they must leave 
the tour & quarantine for 5 days to return to the tour (or may 
elect to fly home). Travelers are responsible for the costs of 
lodging during quarantine. Friendship Tours can assist with 
the purchase of trip protection coverage through Travel       
Insured International’s Worldwide Trip Protector Plan includ-
ing the option of Bed Rest coverage. 
 

No financial compensation will be provided to guests who 
miss any or all of the tour due to COVID-19.  
 

Additionally, Travel Insured International offers a policy with 
the option for CANCEL FOR ANY REASON coverage when 
purchased within 14 days of your initial deposit - ask  
Friendship Tours for more information. Or request a quote 
online: https://www.travelinsured.com/agency/?r=http:%
2F%2Fwww.friendshiptours.net&p=    Agency #18649 
 

RESPONSIBILITY: This package is subject to our full terms and 
conditions which can be found on our website at https://
www.friendshiptours.net/tour-policies. Paper copies are 
available upon request. By signing up for the tour, making 
a payment and continuing to use our services, you are 
agreeing to be 
bound by the Terms 
and Conditions.  

CHILE: ATACAMA DESERT - PRE-TOUR 
Escorted by C. Colston Burrell 

February 23-27, 2023   4 Nights / 5 Days 



Atacama Desert Itinerary

February 22  - DAY 0 Depart Home Cities for Santiago 

February 23  - DAY 1 Arrive Santiago and transfer to San Pedro de Atacama 
    Arrival in Santiago Airport in the morning and transfer to early   
     afternoon flights to Calama  
    Lunch on your own at the airport 
    On arrival in Calama in late afternoon, private transfer to Hotel  
     Desértica at San Pedro de Atacama, approximately an  
     hour and a half drive 
    Welcome dinner at the hotel 
    Night at Hotel Desértica (D) 

February 24  - DAY 2 Arrive Santiago and transfer to Calama 
    After our included breakfast, we depart for a half day of   
     exploration in the Valley of the Moon, an otherworldly   
     landscape of eroded ridges and spires. Water and snacks  
     provided 
    Lunch on your own 
    In the afternoon, join a four-hour excursion to Salar de Atacama,  
     a high altitude salt lake. Enjoy the vibrant flamingos that 
     nest here, or float in the buoyant salt water. Water  
     and snacks provided  
    Return to the hotel for dinner on your own 
    Night at Hotel Desértica (B) 



Atacama Desert Itinerary - Continued

February 25  - DAY 3 Arrive Santiago and transfer to Calama 
    After our included breakfast, depart for a half-day excursion to  
     Pacana Monks, towering stone pillars that seem to erupt  
     from the red-sand plains 
    Explore the unique flora and fauna found around Quepiaco, a  
     riverine wetland of unique beauty and compelling   
     biodiversity 
    Includes a picnic lunch that we will eat on the bus as required by  
     local ordinance 
    Dinner on your own 
    Night at Hotel Desértica 

February 26  - DAY 4 Full-Day Excursion to Geysers del Tatio 
    We have an early morning departure 5:30 am for a full-day   
     excursion to visit the Geysers del Tatio. We will be away from  
     the hotel for seven hours. Includes water and breakfast 
    Return to the hotel in the afternoon to rest 
    In the evening, join an exciting Astronomical Tour which includes a  
     lecture, stargazing and cheese & wine 
    Dinner on your own 
    Night at Hotel Desértica (B, R) 

February 27  - DAY 5 Travel from San Pedro de Atacama to Santiago 
    After our included breakfast, we check out and prepare for our  
     morning departure to Santiago to meet the group and   
     begin the main tour program 
    Drive to Calama to board the flight to Santiago 
	 	 	 	 Private transfer to Hotel Bidasoa to meet the group 
    Activities as outlined in the main tour itinerary (B)	


