
 NEW ZEALAND 
GARDENS AND NATIONAL PARKS 

October 15 - 29, 2023 

OPTIONAL EXTENSION — GARDENS FROM MARLBOROUGH SOUND TO WELLINGTON 

AN EXCLUSIVE TOUR ESCORTED BY 

C. COLSTON BURRELL and 

PETER GIBBS



This autumn join Garden and Nature Tours, Minnesota State Horticultural 
Society, Friendship Tours and Southern World for an unforgettable 

journey through the enchanting islands of New Zealand. Down Under it 
is spring, and a wealth of magnificent private and public gardens are 

draped in their vernal splendor. We will explore enchanted forests, sail in 
Milford Sound, take in stunning scenery and enjoy delicious cuisine.  

Our small group tour is limited to 22 travelers. This bucket-list trip offers 
enticing opportunities for exploration, discovery and relaxation. See you 

in Auckland to start our adventure!



Meet Your Escort and Guide

C. Colston Burrell is a lifelong naturalist, 
plantsman, and gardener. He is principal of 
Native Landscape Design and Restoration, 
which specializes in blending nature and 
culture through artistic design. When Cole is 
not traveling, he is designing gardens for his 
clients, or tending his own 10-acre property 
designed to display the plants he loves while 
letting natural succession serve as head 
gardener. He shares his garden with birds, 
butterflies, and a wealth of amphibians.  

Cole escorts garden and natural history tours 
throughout North America and abroad. The 
New World tropics are a favorite destination. 
He has traveled in Costa Rica, Panama, 
Venezuela, Ecuador, Brazil and Argentina, as 
well as Europe, Africa and Japan.

Peter Gibbs describes himself as a 
'restless soul' and this probably explains his 
life in travel, having visited over 70 
countries, including Antarctica, Nepal, 
Africa, South America and Europe. 

In recent years he has turned toward 
taking foreign visitors through New Zealand. 
He describes this as a real privilege to be 
able to share the country’s spectacular 
scenery, intriguing history and culture with 
his guests.  

Peter’s other interests include photography, 
geography, walk ing, kayaking and 
spending time with his grandchildren. Peter 
is excited about welcoming you to New 
Zealand and sharing some of its secrets 
with you. 



WELCOME TO NEW ZEALAND

Join Garden and Nature Tours with C. Colston Burrell, and local guide Peter 
Gibbs for a singular adventure in the land Down Under. New Zealand is a 
dramatic constellation of islands in the South Pacific, noted for rugged 
beauty, fine wine, and a storied gardening traditions. Two large islands define 
the country, offering complex coastline fiords, glaciers, and sun-kissed 
beaches. Fertile green fields, deep lakes, active volcanoes and snow-capped 
peaks dominate the interior.  

Featuring stops on both the North and South Islands, this tour provides a 
perfect blend of gardens, culture and cuisine. "Kiwis” are known for their 
sophisticated garden culture, and our itinerary includes a wide variety of both 
private and public gardens—each one magnificent in its own way.  

As New Zealand’s first gardeners, the Māori grew and bred many significant 
edible crops in large communal gardens, particularly kumara (a type of sweet 
potato), taro, yam and Pacific cabbage tree. The British introduced a new 
gardening tradition to the islands, which has prospered and diversified over 
the last 200 years. The North Island has a cool subtropical climate while the 
South Island is more temperate, so expect to see a diversity of plants and 
garden styles. 

Traditional larger gardens and public gardens in the cooler southern climate 
tend to echo British and European styles with hedges, perennial and shrub 
borders, roses, ornamental conifers, lawns and deciduous trees. Large estate 
gardens have significant collections of rhododendrons, roses, iris and exotic 
conifers. 

Many of New Zealand’s ornamental native plants have always been popular 
in gardens, such as pōhutukawa, kōwhai, cabbage tree, flax and tree ferns 
and there is a growing interest in using native plants in modern style and 
designer gardens. Several of New Zealand's native plants have become 
important ornamental plants around the world, especially flax, hebe, 
cordyline, carex, pittosporum and corokia. 

In addition to gardens, we plan to visit many natural wonders, such as 
spectacular Milford Sound, bird watching and nesting sites, Queenstown lakes, 
the volcanic and thermal areas. We also have opportunities to experience the 
indigenous culture. 



Main Tour Itinerary Highlights

•Partake of a sumptuous lunch on arrival day to get acquainted with your 
fellow travelers 

• Enjoy formal welcome and farewell dinners 

•Visits 17 private gardens, including Totara Waters Subtropical Garden, 
Mincher Garden, Ayrlies, Ōhinetahi, The Paddocks, Frensham, and Ōhinetahi 

•Enjoy wine tastings and lunch at Waipara Hills Vineyard and Gibbston Valley 
Wines  

•Visit 7 extraordinary botanical gardens including Auckland Botanical Garden, 
Dunedin Botanical Garden, Lanarch Castle, Queens Botanical Garden, and 
Christchurch Botanical Garden 

• Visit Muriwai gannet colony, as well as yellow-eyed penguin and royal 
albatross at their nesting sites; native birds abund in the gardens we visit 

•Discover plants and birds in Te Anau, Fiordland National Park, the forests of 
Rangitoto Island and Riccarton Bush remnant Kahikatea Forest 

•Marvel at the curiously round Moeraki Boulders  

•Cruise the waters of Milford Sound to enjoy waterfalls, glaciers and 
unsurpassed scenery 



TOUR DURATION 14 Nights / 15 Days 

TOUR INCLUSIONS 

† Airport transfers 

† Domestic flight from Auckland to Queenstown 

† Fourteen nights hotel accommodations  

† Breakfast and lunch daily 

† Welcome and farewell dinners 

† Additional meals as specified in the itinerary 

† Sightseeing and transportation by luxury coach 

  as outlined in the tour itinerary 

† Escort throughout tour—C. Colston Burrell 

† Expert local guide Peter Gibbs 

† Water and snacks in the coach 

† Admissions to all parks and gardens 

† Guided garden and natural history excursions  

† WiFi internet access on coach and hotels 

† Hotel and restaurant taxes and service charges  

† Gratuities to your local driver and guide 

  
NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR 

† Round-trip international airfare from home cities 

† Travel insurance 

† Airport fees, taxes and baggage charges 

† Meals not included in the itinerary 

† Alcoholic beverages during the trip 

† Optional sightseeing or recreational activities 

† Gratuities to tour escort as well as servers, 

 luggage handlers or housekeeping  

† Covid test on departure if required 

† Any other items not specifically mentioned as 

included in the itinerary  

Tour Details



Tour Pricing and Registration

TOUR DURATION 

14 Nights / 15 Days 

PRICING 

Based on 20-22 Travelers 

$6,525.00 Land Price — Double Occupancy 

$1,275.00 Single Supplement 

Based on 15-19 Travelers 

$7,425.00 Land Price — Double Occupancy 

$1,275.00 Single Supplement 

Fewer than 15 travelers may result in a small surcharge 

Itinerary subject to change without notice 

DEPOSIT 

$1,000.00 per person with reservation to secure your spot

TO REGISTER AND VIEW TERMS AND CONDITIONS VISIT: 

https://www.friendshiptours.net/group-travel 

Select “Group Sign In”. Enter the Tour Code 23OCT15NZ in the box labeled “Make a New 
Reservation.” 

***Special thanks to Karl Gercens for many of the lovely images in this brochure*** 

https://www.friendshiptours.net/group-travel


Registration Details

ARRIVAL: Sunday, October 15, 2023 at Auckland Airport (AKL). 
Meet your local guide & fellow travelers at airport to begin the 
tour aboard private coach. Time TBD based on passenger’s  
arrivals. 
 

RETURN: Sunday, October 29, 2023 depart for home from  
Christchurch International Airport (CHC)  unless continuing on 
the Post-Tour. 
 

COST (with 15-19 paying guests):   
$7,425. per person based on double occupancy 
+$1275. per person single supplement 
 

COST (with 20-22 paying guests):   
$6,525. per person based on double occupancy 
+$1275. per person single supplement 
 

AIR TRAVEL: Do not purchase air until you have been advised 
that the minimum number of travelers for this tour has been 
reached. This trip is based on a minimum of 15 travelers.  
International Flight arrangements are not included in this tour 
package. 
 

The domestic flight within New Zealand on October 19 from 
Auckland to Queenstown on Air New Zealand is included in 
the cost of this trip (economy class with one checked bag of 50 
pounds per person). The local agency will make those flight 
arrangements for each traveler. A copy of your passport will be 
required at time of final payment.   
 

RESERVATIONS VIA FRIENDSHIP TOURS: 
CALL: 800-243-1630 and ask for NEW ZEALAND tour with  
C. Colston Burrell 
 

ON LINE : www.friendshiptours.net/group-travel  
and select “Group Sign In”. Enter the Tour Code 
23OCT15NZ in the box labeled “Make a New 
Reservation.” 
 

DEPOSIT: $1,000. per person with reservation to secure 
your spot. 
2ND PAYMENT:  $2,000. per person due May 5, 2023 
FINAL PAYMENT: balance due Aug 4, 2023 
Please reserve now. Small group tour.  
Commitment required in order for trip to operate. 
 

CANCELLATION POLICY: If a passenger cancels after 
deposit to May 5, 2023, the fee is $1,000; May 6 to Aug 4, 2023, 
the fee is $2,000 pp;  no refunds if cancelled after Aug 4, 2023. 
 

PASSPORT: U.S. Citizens: Valid Passport required and must be 
valid 6 months past the return date. Non U.S. Citizens are    
responsible for obtaining proper documentation for travel. 
 

PRICES & ITINERARY: Prices are valid at time of publication. 
Friendship Tours shall not be liable for any fluctuation in price 
or change in schedule or equipment or accommodations for 
any travel booking or travel service to be provided by a Travel 
Supplier. Changes to itineraries may become necessary. These 
changes will not be considered a material change and will not 
be cause for cancellation or refund. This itinerary is planned & 
operated by Southern World. Friendship Tours acts solely as 
the liaison between Southern World & Garden & Nature Tours. 
 

COVID-19: PROOF OF VACCINATION,  
TRIP PROTECTION COVERAGE, BED REST/QUARANTINE:  
All travelers are strongly requested to be double vaccinated 
with the COVID-19 vaccine and have a booster(s) wherever 
possible to participate in this tour. All passengers should bring 
their Proof of Vaccination & valid ID Cards on the tour.  At this 
time, there are no travel requirements by New Zealand or the 
USA to have proof of vaccine or proof of a negative COVID test. 
 
 

Proof of travel insurance with the added option of BED 
REST/QUARANTINE coverage is required for this tour. Your  
travel insurance policy must cover medical expenses and  
lodging in the event of COVID-19 infection. If a traveler  
catches COVID-19 during their stay in New Zealand, they must 
leave the tour & quarantine for 5 days to return to the tour (or 
may elect to fly home). Travelers are responsible for the costs 
of lodging during quarantine. Friendship Tours can assist with 
the purchase of trip protection coverage through Travel       
Insured International’s Worldwide Trip Protector Plan includ-
ing the option of Bed Rest coverage. 
 

No financial compensation will be provided to guests who 
miss any or all of the tour due to COVID-19.  
 

Additionally, Travel Insured International o!ers a policy with 
the option for CANCEL FOR ANY REASON coverage when 
purchased within 14 days of your initial deposit - ask  
Friendship Tours for more information. Or request a quote 
online: https://www.travelinsured.com/agency/?r=http:%
2F%2Fwww.friendshiptours.net&p=    Agency #18649 
 

RESPONSIBILITY: This package is subject to our full terms and 
conditions which can be found on our website at https://
www.friendshiptours.net/tour-policies. Paper copies are 
available upon request. By signing up for the tour, making 
a payment and continuing to use our services, you are 
agreeing to be bound by the Terms and Conditions.  

NEW ZEALAND: Gardens and National Parks 
Escorted by C. Colston Burrell 

October 15 - 29, 2023   14 Nights / 15 Days 



Map



Itinerary

Arrive into Auckland on your international flight. After claiming your luggage and completing 
Customs and Immigration formalities, exit the Customs Hall, turn left to the group tour arrival 
desk where you are met by our guide and escorted to your private coach. Our guide is Peter 
Gibbs, and he will accompany the group throughout our tour. 

Known as the 'City of Sails', Auckland extends over a narrow isthmus between the Waitemata 
Harbour on the Pacific Ocean, and the Manukau Harbour on the Tasman Sea. Auckland has 
spectacular natural features, including 49 dormant volcanoes. This cosmopolitan city of 1.4 
million has a subtropical climate, lush vegetation and easy access to the coastal beaches and 
outdoor activities. like hiking and wildlife observation.  

We depart the airport for a West Coast Sightseeing and Garden Tour. Along the way, we stop 
for lunch at a local café to spend a little time getting to know our fellow travelers.  

The next stop is Muriwai Gannet Colony. Along the rugged headland, the path combines easy 
walking with some climbs to make the most of panoramic views over Maukatia/Māori Bay. Look 
out for the unique pillow lava and 'sea geyser' formations. Ōtakamiro Point is the site of one of 
our few mainland gannet breeding colonies. 

Next we visit Totara Waters, a two-acre subtropical garden started in 1999 by Peter and Jocelyn 
Coyle. The garden includes extensive planting of rare and unusual plants, unusual containers, 
garden art and chimney pots, as well as a stunning Bonsai Collection, over 25 varieties of Palms, 
and a large display of Bromeliads and Succulents. 

After our garden visit, we transfer to Auckland City for a drive through the central business 
district and along the waterfront to visit Bastion Point for a guided walk. Next, return to the 
suburb of Parnell, restored in the old colonial style to stop at the Parnell Rose Gardens. 

After our tour, check into our hotel, Sudima Auckland City, conveniently located within easy 
walking distance of Auckland’s bustling shopping, arts, dining and entertainment precincts. This 
modern property boasts a restaurant, bar and fitness center. Dinner is on your own. (L)

  DAY 0 - October 13  Departure from Home Cities for Overnight Flights

  DAY 1 - October 15  Arrival in Auckland, West Coast Sightseeing & Garden 



Itinerary

After our included breakfast, we visit gardens in South Auckland. Our first stop is Ayrlies, one of 
New Zealand's best known gardens, characterized by sweeping lawns and informal but 
detailed plantings blending temperate and sub-tropical plants. A strong but sensitive use of 
color is a hallmark of Ayrlies, seen best in the mixed border where 'hot' colors are used to great 
effect and throughout the entire garden where old roses, clematis perennials and shrubs are 
combined in romantic profusion. A seamless flow of informal borders incorporates a detailed 
use of plant textures and colors. The garden now covers nearly 10 acres of rolling terrain, with 
open lawns, ponds and waterfalls and an aqua swimming pool. A light buffet lunch is included 
with your visit. 

After touring the astounding gardens of Ayrlies, and enjoying lunch, we head to The Auckland 
Botanic Gardens, covering 156 acres of designed gardens and native forest. Opened to the 
public in 1982, the garden is young by world standards. The garden’s vision is to create “A 
spectacular South Pacific botanic garden that is widely recognized for its outstanding plant 
collections, Auckland regional identity and the interest inspired in the community”. The garden 
features over 10,000 plants from around the world, with collections of camellias, magnolias, 
palms and conifers. Designed specialty gardens include edible, herb, a rockery and a rose 
garden. Our visit includes a guided tour and time to wander. 

After our tour, return to the hotel to freshen up before enjoying a three course welcome dinner 
at Harbourside Bar & Grill. Night at Sudima Auckland City. (B, L, D) 

  DAY 2 - October 16  Gardens in South Auckland 



After our included breakfast, we visit gardens in South Auckland. We have box lunches today to 
be eaten at your leisure. Our first stop is Omaio Garden. Omaio is a Māori name meaning 
“place of peace, quiet and tranquility”. This coastal property of 18 acres on the Takatu 
Peninsula, is a scenic one-hour drive north of Auckland. While the planting is predominantly 
native, there is a fusion of other carefully selected plants which suit the setting, laid out in 
curving, flowing shapes reflecting the waves and coastal shapes beyond. 

Our next visit is with Penny and Rowan Wiggins at Paddocks Garden in Warkworth. They have 
lovingly created a little slice of England in New Zealand. Established in 2006 from two bare 
paddocks the garden has developed into a Garden of National Significance. The garden is 
awash with pastel perennials and colorful foliage. There is a potager, an orchard and an olive 
grove. 

The Mincher Garden is our next stop, approached by a chestnut-lined drive which winds past 
old orchards and scenic streams. This large rural garden features long borders, parterres, as well 
as cottage style beds, new orchards, bog garden, kitchen garden and greenhouse. Birdlife 
abounds throughout the garden. 

Our last visit is to Fernglen Native Public Garden, named after the Fischer family home in 
England. The property consisted of a mix of native bush and scrubland. Part of the scrubland 
was cleared for market gardening and grazing, and the native bush area was interplanted with 
pohutukawa, rimu and kahikatea. Fernglen has been used for education and research since 
the 1920s , and is administered by the Auckland Council Parks Department. 

We return to our hotel for dinner on your own. Night at Sudima Auckland City. (B, L) 

Itinerary
  DAY 3 - October 17  Gardens in North Auckland



After our included breakfast, board our ferry from the Downtown Auckland Ferry Terminal and 
enjoy a 25 minute cruise across the Waitemata Harbour to Rangitoto Island. This 600-year old 
volcano boasts a unique landscape of rugged lava fields, lush native bush and sandy coves. 
Walk to the top for spectacular 360° views of Auckland and the Hauraki Gulf islands. 

Emerging from the sea in recent geologic time, pest-free Rangitoto Island is the youngest 
volcano in New Zealand. An Auckland icon and deeply enriched with history, it's long been a 
favorite day trip for walkers. The Department of Conservation completed a significant 
restoration program and the island is now a safe pest-free haven for precious native flora and 
fauna. Start with an easy walk from Rangitoto Wharf to Mackenzie Bay. Highlights include the 
causeway with mangroves growing on the lava rocks at the causeway bridge and the Kelp 
Gull colony at Flax Point.  

After a box lunch, stop at MacKenzie Bay or walk the Summit Road to the island's summit 
through the world's largest pohutukawa forest. The peak is 850 feet above sea level, so you can 
enjoy spectacular panoramic views of Auckland and the Hauraki Gulf. There are lava caves 
and much more to discover. Mid-afternoon we catch the ferry back and return to our hotel. 

***Optional Auckland Museum Tour*** 

Take an hour-long tour with local guides as they share stories of the people of Aotearoa, unique 
native species and the conflicts that have shaped the nation. You'll hear exciting stories of the 
Pacific, New Zealand's people, the flora, fauna and land forms of New Zealand's unique islands 
within a memorial dedicated to those who have sacrificed their lives. 

Dinner on your own. Night at Sudima Auckland City. (B, L)	

Itinerary
  DAY 4 - October 18  Rangitoto Island Day Tour 



After our included breakfast, check out and transfer from your hotel to Auckland Airport for our 
flight to Queenstown, on the South Island. 

Located on the shores of Lake Wakatipu, Queenstown is a year-round alpine resort nestled in a 
magnificent setting amid steep mountain ranges and pockets of native bush with the jagged 
peaks of the Remarkables Mountain Range rising from the lake. The town is compact enough 
to travel around on foot and features a great range of restaurants, bars and boutique stores. 
The lake was created by glacial action thousands of years ago.  

Upon arrival, enjoy a brief Queenstown Highlights and Orientation Tour. Start with a visit to the 
Kawarau Falls Scenic Reserve, then visit the picturesque and historic former gold mining town of 
Arrowtown with a rich history and an abundance of charming shops, restaurants, cafés and 
galleries within easy walking distance of one another. From Arrowtown we return to 
Queenstown to visit to the Queenstown lakefront, followed by a visit to the Queenstown 
Gardens.  

After our introduction to Queenstown, transfer to Novotel Queenstown Lakeside to check-in 
and lunch at the nearby Bathhouse Café and Restaurant. Our hotel is nestled on the shores of 
Lake Wakatipu and is centrally located. Step outside your door and into the heart of 
Queenstown with easy access to all that this premier lake and alpine resort has to offer. The 
contemporary rooms showcase a selection of spectacular alpine, garden and lake views. Each 
air-conditioned room features a private balcony. 

Dinner tonight is on your own. Night at Novotel Queenstown Lakeside. (B, L)	

Itinerary
  DAY 5 - October 19  South to Queenstown



Today, after our included breakfast, we visit two local Queenstown gardens. Our first stop is Blair 
Garden, situated a short drive from the beautiful turn-of-the-century Gold Rush settlement of 
Arrowtown. Recognized as a New Zealand Garden of National Significance, this imaginative 
and innovative country garden began 34 years ago and reflects the passion and vision of its 
owner, Janet Blair.  

Next we visit Stoneridge Estate Chapel and Water Gardens, nestled on the shores of Lake Hayes 
amidst acres of sprawling gardens and vines, with panoramic views over the sparkling lake and 
majestic mountain peaks.  

After touring these two special gardens, enjoy a two-course lunch at the Gibbston Valley 
Winery followed by a relaxed and informative 45-minute tour of the wine yard, winery and wine 
cave. We will be taken through the oldest vines in central Otago, learn about their winemaking 
process and go inside New Zealand’s largest wine cave and enjoy tasting of four award 
winning wines. 

Our final visit of the day is Chantecler Garden, nested in the heart of the Wakitipu Basin and 
surrounded by majestic snow covered mountains. This stunning 40-acre property includes 12 
acres of mature gardens themed to ensure visitors have a special experience. Around the 
house is a formal garden with over 300 topiaries, roses, perennials, sculptures and a marvelous 
fountain. A mediterranean  garden surrounds the pool. The large Asian garden features 
hundreds of Japanese maples and ornamental cherries, with a cascading waterfall and two 
ponds flowing through the garden. 

We return to the hotel for dinner on your own. Night at Novotel Queenstown Lakeside. (B, L)

Itinerary

  DAY 6 - October 20  Queenstown Gardens and Winery Tour



After our included breakfast, we check out of the hotel and transfer from Queenstown to 
Milford Sound, a five-hour journey. Stops enroute for short walks include the Mirror Lakes, Kaka 
Creek Lookout, the Homer Tunnel entrance and The Chasm. 

Remote, mysterious and uniquely New Zealand, Milford Sound is a spectacular reminder of the 
forces of nature that shaped this land. Formed thousands of years ago during the ice ages, 
Milford Sound is the northernmost fiord in Fiordland National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Here, in this place of unparalleled beauty, we will find cascading waterfalls, luxuriant 
forests and the towering pinnacle of Mitre Peak, rising one full mile to the sky. 

Upon arrival at Milford sound, we embark on a spectacular cruise to the mouth of the fiord. Our 
vessel stops at various points and offers excellent viewing of waterfalls, rainforest, mountains 
and wildlife. Keep a look out for dolphins, penguins and seals basking on the rocks. Enjoy scenic 
highlights such as Mitre Peak and Pembroke Glacier. The cruise is accompanied by 
comprehensive commentaries. After our cruise, we transfer from Milford Sound to Te Anau via 
the Fiordland National Park. 

The name Te Anau, correctly written as Te Ana-au in Māori, means 'Cave of the Swirling Water'. 
The South Island’s largest lake, and the town on the lakeshore, both bearing the name Te Anau, 
boast the majestic Southern Alps as a panoramic backdrop. This small town is a haven for 
outdoor and nature enthusiasts. It is the gateway to Fiordland National Park, as well as some of 
New Zealand’s best hiking tracks. 

Our lodging for one night is Te Anau Hotel & Villas, surrounded by extensive, colorful gardens 
and overlooking spectacular Lake Te Anau and the Fiordland ranges. The hotel is ideally 
located on the Te Anau lake front, with breathtaking lake or garden views, and we are just a 
short stroll from the Te Anau town center. 

Dinner on your own. Night at  Te Anau Hotel & Villas. (B, L)

Itinerary
  DAY 7 - October 21  Queenstown to Fiordland National Park



Today, after our included breakfast, we transfer from Te Anau to Dunedin via Lumsden, Gore, 
Tapanui and Milton. Total travel time is 5 hours. Enroute we stop at Davaar Station near Lumsden 
for a tour of this working farm followed by a morning tea. Davaar Station is situated at the base 
of the Takitimu Mountain Range, between Queenstown and Milford Sound. The Macdonald 
family have been farming this land since 1915. The 2718-acre property is a combination of 
rugged hill country dotted with native tussocks and grasses as well as flat pastoral land. Both 
sheep and cattle are farmed here using well-practiced sustainable processes, high-quality 
technology and good old fashioned hard work. After our tour, enjoy lunch at the Moth Café. 

After lunch, visit Blue Mountain Nurseries, a family-owned business since 1932 with a passion for 
plants. They specialize in hardy trees and shrubs, rhododendrons, azaleas, conifers, climbers, 
natives, perennials and pleione orchids. The nursery has a team of plant craftspeople that are 
dedicated to providing our customers with innovative, new and exciting garden and 
landscape plants. 

After our nursery visit, we continue on to Dunedin, nestled in the hills that lie at the end of Otago 
Harbour. Māori explorers were the first to settle in the city, which has a rich and diverse history, 
that in turn adds to Dunedin’s strong arts and cultural influences. The city is also a gateway to 
Otago Peninsula, whose rugged rocks and sandy beaches are home to a wide range of rare 
wildlife. As an early center of European commerce and culture, the city features grand 
Edwardian and Victorian architecture, as well as The University of Otago, New Zealand’s first 
university.  

Upon arrival check into Scenic Hotel Southern Cross and prepare for our dinner at historic 
Larnach Castle. Dating back to 1883, this landmark hotel blends Dunedin’s distinctive charm 
and heritage with modern styles and comforts. Night at Hotel Southern Cross. (B, MT, L, D)	

Itinerary
  DAY 8 - October 22  Blue Mountains Nursery and on to Dunedin



After our included breakfast, enjoy a guided walk of the Larnach Castle Gardens. The seven 
acres of gardens are the personal creation of Margaret Barker - a restorer of historic buildings, 
and a passionate gardener. Margaret is well-respected as a garden star throughout New 
Zealand and has written a book about her garden. There is always something to see in this 
unique collection of specialized gardens, including a Patterned Garden, the Lost Rock Garden, 
the Serpentine Walk, the Rain Forest, the South Seas Garden, the Alice Lawn, and the Laburnum 
Arch and Green Room. 

Our next stop is Olveston House, designed for Mr David Theomin by London architect Sir Ernest 
George, and built between 1904 and 1906. With Jacobean style, grace and grandeur, Olveston 
is distinguished by a wealth of decorative details, including elaborate furnishings, fireplaces and 
stained glass feature windows. The Theomin family traveled extensively and lavished their home 
with irreplaceable artifacts and priceless treasures from East Asia, with some 240 paintings and 
graphics gracing the rooms. Olveston and all its contents were passed into the care of Dunedin 
City upon the death of the last family matriarch. 

After our visit, enjoy lunch at Bacchus Wine Bar & Restaurant, centrally located in the Octagon. 

The Dunedin Botanic Garden, our final visit of the day, is New Zealand's first botanic garden. The 
garden, which celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2013, holds more than 6,800 plant species. Its 
wide range of horticultural and botanical collections includes roses, herbaceous and perennial 
borders, a rock garden, New Zealand native plants and a dell with more than 3,000 
rhododendrons. The Camellia Collection is rated as a Garden of Excellence by the 
International Camellia Society. An important aspect of The New Zealand Native Plant 
collection is the cultivation of rare and endangered native plant species. The geographic 
arrangement of plant collections is an expression of the Victorian penchant for collecting and 
growing plants from all around the world, and displaying them in related groups. These 
collection have plants from temperate climates of North Asia, the South, Central and North 
Americas, Southern Africa, the Himalayas and the Mediterranean. Enjoy the song of wild native 
bellbirds, wood pigeons and tui along the journey. 

We return to the hotel for dinner on your own. Night at Hotel Southern Cross. (B, L) 

Itinerary
  DAY 9 - October 23  Larnach Castle Gardens and Olverston House



After our included breakfast, we visit local Dunedin gardens and the Otago Peninsula. Our first 
stop is Lan Yuan, the Dunedin Chinese Garden. A perfect miniature of a traditional Chinese 
landscape painting, this garden encapsulates the very essence of nature. It was designed to 
take you on a journey to a greater understanding of history, culture, heritage and tradition. Its 
origins come from a desire to celebrate the city's Chinese heritage and its valuable sister city 
relationship with Shanghai. 

Our next visit is to Glenfalloch Gardens for a tour and lunch. Gaelic for "Hidden Glen", 
Glenfalloch is situated in a coastal valley overlooking the harbor. Developed as a private 
garden by Phillip Barling in 1917, Glenfalloch was bought by the Otago Peninsula Trust in 1968 to 
ensure public access. Sheltered by a ring of pines and eucalyptus, Glenfalloch features original 
plantings of European trees from 1872, underplanted with sizable azaleas and rhododendrons, 
including many unique hybrids and large-leafed species. Russell Creek runs through the garden 
and the birdlife includes tui, bellbirds and native pigeons. Following our guided tour we enjoy a 
sumptuous two-course lunch.  

In the afternoon, we visit two important sites for nesting birds. The Albatross Tour includes an 
informative talk, DVD and viewing of real albatrosses from the Richdale Observatory. Witness 
the fascinating social and family life of the breeding colony, as devoted parents guard their 
chicks, adolescents posture and display as only juveniles can, and courtships proceed with nest 
building and interplay. Enjoy the privilege of viewing these majestic seabirds in their natural 
environment.  

Our Penguin Tour begins with a short introduction outlining the issues Yellow-eyed Penguins are 
facing, their life cycle and how the Penguin Place Conservation project is carried out. In the 
reserve, our guide will lead us on foot through a unique system of covered trenches and into a 
series of viewing hides. These hides allow access to the penguin's living areas with minimal 
disturbance letting you view the most endangered penguin in the world. 

After our tour, we return to the hotel for dinner on your own. Night at Hotel Southern Cross. (B, L)

Itinerary
  DAY 10 - October 24  Dunedin Gardens and the Otago Peninsula



Today, after our included breakfast, we check out and transfer from Dunedin to Christchurch 
via the Moeraki Boulders, Oamaru, Timaru, Geraldine and Ashburton, a five-hour journey.  

Our first visit of the day is Oamaru Public Gardens. Established in 1876, the garden is among the 
oldest in New Zealand, captivating and charming visitors for over a century.  This urban oasis 
reflects the passion and vision of former curators. In this storied garden canopies of mature trees 
create a variety of tranquil spaces filled with themed plantings linked by pathways that 
meander around streams and ponds. 

After our visit, we continue north with a stop to enjoy a seasonally inspired lunch at Barker’s 
Foodstore & Eatery. 

After our lunch we continue into Christchurch, often referred to as the Garden City. Here we 
discover majestic trees and extensive parks and gardens, the most notable of which is 
expansive Hagley Park in the heart of the city. Bordering the park you will find the botanical 
gardens and the Gothic revival building which houses the Canterbury Museum. The Avon River 
gently winds its way around these inner city landmarks and out through sprawling suburbs to the 
Pacific Ocean. Visitors to Christchurch today witness a virtual rebirth of the city following the 
2010 and 2011 earthquakes, with new architecture and immense street art, bustling restaurants, 
and green public spaces. The skyline to the south is dominated by the Port Hills, which 
separates the city from the volcanic Banks Peninsula and Lyttelton Harbor. 

Our next stop is Christchurch Botanic Garden, a museum with a living collection where displays 
and plants are always changing, depending on the time of year. With a variety of gardens and 
collections over 52 acres, the endless array of plants and flowers will stimulate all of your senses. 
The Gardens are home to an impressive collection of exotic and local flora and fauna from 
New Zealand and around the globe. 

We check into our hotel for dinner on your own. Night at Chateau on the Park, a resort style 
hotel in the heart of Christchurch, set among five acres of tranquil surroundings and gorgeous 
gardens. This will be our home away from home for the remainder of the tour. (B, L)	

Itinerary
  DAY 11 - October 25  Dunedin to Christchurch



Today, after our included breakfast, visit local Christchurch and Akaroa gardens. Our first stop is 
Ōhinetahi Garden, considered to be among the finest in New Zealand. Ōhinetahi sits just 20 
minutes over the Port Hills from Christchurch in the delightful area known as Governor’s Bay. 
Today, Ōhinetahi is as well known for its displays of art, architectural works and sculptures as it is 
for its magnificent grounds. But the gardens have a special significance, dating back to 1865 
when then-owner and keen botanist Thomas H. Potts began planting them.  

Next we visit Frensham Garden for a tour and picnic lunch. This relaxed country garden began 
thirty years ago. In the early days the owner had very little gardening experience and no vision 
for the site, but an interest in plants was quickly developing. Over the years, with much trial and 
error, a garden has emerged which visitors enjoy. Much thought has gone into the use of color, 
the short and long distance views, and the filtering of light which is created by judicious 
pruning. The garden has been planned with year round interest in mind. 

Fishermans Bay Garden, our final stop, is a haven in the rugged and dramatic landscape of the 
Banks Peninsula coastline. Cradled within the protected native bush, form and texture of New 
Zealand native plants combine with a diverse array of non-native plants to create a truly New 
Zealand ambience. Winding paths and a varied landscape have inspired a garden with many 
parts, including a traditional flower border, herb garden, farm garden, fern garden, a shaded 
stream-side valley and exposed rock garden. 

After our garden visits, we return to the hotel for dinner on your own. Night at Chateau on the 
Park. (B, L)

Itinerary
  DAY 12 - October 26  Christchurch and Akaroa Gardens



Today, after our included breakfast, we visit local southern Christchurch and Ashburton 
gardens. Our first stop is Broadfields Private Garden, established 20 years ago on a nine-acre 
site. The garden aims for excellence in design, planting and maintenance. Originality is a 
priority. Many native plants are used formally and informally as are New Zealand raised varieties 
of azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias, Cornelian cherry, maples, peonies, daffodils and roses. 
The garden includes a Kauri forest with over 100 trees as well as 100 species of other Kauri forest 
trees, shrubs, climbers and ferns. The garden also features a large beech forest, viewing mound, 
400-foot New Zealand border, a 450-foot canal, sedge pond, formal rose garden, cricket oval 
and more. All framed in 4,900 feet of totara hedges.  

After our morning garden visit, enjoy a light lunch in the Clearwater Restaurant at the Hotel 
Ashburton. 

Our afternoon garden visit is to a renowned garden which enjoys international acclaim. Trott’s 
Community Garden had been home to Alan and Catherine Trott and their family for 37 
years.  To ensure this beautiful garden remained accessible to people from all over the world 
who admire this local New Zealand paradise, the operation of the garden was transferred into 
the newly formed Trott’s Garden Charitable Trust in September 2017.  

In the late afternoon we return to the hotel for dinner on your own. Night at Chateau on the 
Park. (B, L) 

Itinerary
  DAY 13 - October 27  Southern Christchurch and Ashburton Gardens



After our included breakfast, we set out on our final garden tour day to visit local northern 
Christchurch gardens. Our first stop is Flaxmere, a North Canterbury high country garden sitting 
beneath the main rib of Southern Alps. This large seven-acre garden is boldly designed to make 
the most of alpine views with strong axes and cross axes focusing on the surrounding mountain 
and pastoral environment. Heavy old bridge timbers and stone walls reflect a country 
atmosphere, and a feeling of peace and romance abides here, amidst dramatically changing 
seasons. Water meadows and a series of ponds support a variety of bird life amongst lush 
planting and mature trees. The garden includes exotics as well as a large native garden 
featuring plants indigenous to this unique sub-alpine area. 

Next, enjoy lunch of seasonal dishes at Waipara Hills Vineyard, set among rolling hills. 

Riccarton Bush Pūtaringamotu, our next stop, is a 19-acre remnant Kahikatea Forest situated just 
outside the city center of Christchurch. Pūtaringamotu is hugely significant both ecologically 
and culturally. It is the largest remnant of alluvial podocarp forest on the lower Canterbury 
Plains and Banks Peninsula, a forest type that today only covers a tiny fraction of its former 
extent. Here we can enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of being in a native forest that has trees 
that are up to 600 years old. As we wind your way through this ancient forest be sure to keep 
and eye and an ear out for the numerous native birds that call this place home, such as wood 
pigeon, bellbird, fantail, and grey warbler. 

We return to the hotel to freshen up before our sumptuous farewell dinner at the Curator’s 
House Restaurant within the Botanic Gardens. 

After dinner, we return to the hotel. Night at Chateau on the Park. (B, L, D) 

Itinerary
  DAY 14 - October 28  Northern Christchurch Gardens



After our included breakfast, check out by noon and drop you luggage with the concierge. 
Enjoy the day at leisure until our departure. 

In the afternoon, we have a group transfer from the hotel to Christchurch International Airport. 
Airport departure assistance will be provided by your guide. 

Depart Christchurch on your International Flights for home (B) 

For those continuing on the GARDENS FROM MARLBOROUGH SOUND TO WELLINGTON 
extension, checkout after breakfast and we depart for Punakaiki via Arthur’s Pass and onward 
to Greymouth. A new adventure begins! 

Itinerary
  DAY 15 - October 29  Departure for Home or Begin Post-Tour Extension


